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Introduction to Automator
Putting a camera in the hands of Cyphreinc is like opening the flood gates to a new dimension.  By the end of the day they’ll be literally hundreds possibly thousands of photographs  to choose from and to be fair who has a problem with that?
 
Bring it on, just maybe a new David Hockney style montage on its way?  Then again, maybe not!  What do i know!  OK, so you have to be the one with decisions a plenty on which images to keep, where to share ‘em and which to despair at!  So what do you do now?
 
You know how it goes?  You’ve spent hours selecting your photographs and eventually your left with a plethora of images that you want to share all sized 2304px x 1728px.  So you attach them all to your e-mail and it spits out the message sorry you have exceeded your size or whatever it does? Frustrating, as you’ve spent hours sorting the right photo’s to send to aunt Betsy in South Africa or wherever in the back of beyond only to realise that your going to have to send 20 separate e-mails for them there snaps and you know damn well that ain’t a plan at all.
 
No Worries if you happen to have a Mac!  Bring on Automator.
Applications are self-running workflows. Any files or folders dropped onto an Application will be used as input to the workflow.
In seven, simple, user friendly steps with a little tweak or two here and there on a couple of steps, you will be able to get all your photographs duplicated & rescaled and sorted just by dragging them into an application which you will have created and saved using Automator.
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Seven Steps for using Automator
 
If you follow the 7 steps below you can duplicate & rescale any number of images in less time than it takes for you to make a coffee!  So why not give it a go and see what you think for yourself.
Here’s what you’ll be doing:
•Open Automator.
•Select & Open Application for your workflow from the default selection
•Create a new folder for your copied & scaled / resized photographs to go.
•Select your photographs that you wish to scale / resize.
•Select the size that you wish to scale either by % or pixels, all you need to say is how wide.
•Add text to you newly scaled / resized photographs either before / after original name.
•Save As Application
 
Job Done!
 
That’s it!  Seven steps with a few minor tweaks in between so that you can  decided: 
•Where do you want your folder saved?
•What do you want to call the folder?
•Which photographs do you want to use?
•What title will you add to the beginning or end of each duplicated photograph.
•What size do you want your photographs to be? (you’ll only need to specify the width  of your .jpg image the height will be scaled accordingly)
e.g. a width of 600px would be 600 and 300px would be 300 etc.
 
You can tell it to rename a large group of files, have it resize a batch of photos to fit in your iPhoto slideshow and do other things that can simplify your workflow. And you don't need to know a thing about programming to control Automator, just drag and drop commands in the interface to create your own Automator Workflows.  
(Mac 101: Automator, http://support.apple.com/kb/ht2488)


Step 1
Open Automator
When you open Automator (Finder > Applications > Automator) you’ll see the default settings in which the workflow template is highlighted from a selection of templates available.  You’ll be working with the Application Template to duplicate & rescale your photographs.
 
Default Workflow Template
 
Default Automator Settings
Once you’ve opened Automator the default settings show the workflow template highlighted
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Workflow template highlighted by default when opening Automator..

Step 2
Select Application
Click on the Application icon to the right of the default Workflow template and then click on choose to open the Application workflow template.
 
Select & Open Application 
 
Choose Application from Template Window
Select (click on) the Application template and then click on Choose to open.
Select Application from the template window and click choose to open.[image: image-1.png]


Step 3
Files & Folders
Now that you have opened the Application the default panel for your new application is available and is divided up into three sections. 
•The Library
•The Applications
•The Application Workflow Interface
 
Default Automator settings
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Application default panel showing your library, your activities and your workflow area. 
 
Select Files & Folders
 
Select Files & Folders from the library panel
 
[image: image-3.png]
Select Files & Folders from the left hand Library panel.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select New Folder
 
From the Files & Folders Library select New Folder
Once You have selected Files & Folders. Select New Folder from the action panel
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Select New Folder action from the Files & Folders Library.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drag New Folder into workflow area
 
Drag New Folder into workflow window
Drag the New Folder activity into your workflow area.
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Drag the New Folder action into your workflow area / interface.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter A Name for your New Folder
 
Choose a Name for the New folder
Decide on a name for your new folder in this example i’ve chosen ‘Resized Images 800’ 
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Decide an a suitable name for your New Folder (e.g. Resized Images 800)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decide Where to Save Your Folder
 
Where are you going to save your New Folder
One you have decided on your name for the new folder where are you going to save it?  Click on the ‘Where’ drop down selection to decide where you wish to create your New Folder.
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Decide an a where you are going to save your New Folder (e.g. Desktop)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4
Get Folder Contents
Now you have created your New Folder, you are going to get the Folder Contents.  Whilst still in the Files & Folders Library select the Get Folder Contents.
Select Get Folder Contents
 
Get Folder Contents
Above the New Folder action in the action panel you will see Get Folder Contents action.
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Select the Get Folder Contents whilst still in the Files & Folders Library.
 
 
Drag & Drop Folder Contents into workflow
 
Drag Get Folder Contents into your workflow window
Once you’ve selected Get Folder Contents drag it into your workflow area below New Folder.
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Drag & Drop the Get Folder Contents into your workflow below the New Folder action.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 5
Now that you have New Folder and Get Folder actions in your workflow you’re now going to add Photos to the workflow from the left hand Library panel.
Select Photos from the Library
In the Library panel on the left, select (click on) Photos.
Select Photos
 
Choose Photos from the Library Panel
From the Library panel on the left click onto Photos
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Moving on from the Files & Folders click onto Photos in the Library panel.
 
 
Scale Images
 
Select Scale Images action within the Photos Library.
Within the Photos Library select (click) the Scale Images action in the actions column.
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Once you have selected Photos in the Library panel click on Scale Images in the action panel.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drag & Drop Scale Images into your workflow
 
Drag & Drop into your workflow
Drag & drop the Scale Images action into your workflow below the Get Folder Contents. 
[image: image-12.png]
Drag Scale Images action into your workflow area and you will see a warning (don’t worry)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select Don’t Add on Scale Images Warning
 
Select Don’t Add
As you drag and drop Scale Images into your workflow the following warning will appear.
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On the warning click on Don’t Add as we have already created a copy in our workflow.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scale Images Default Settings
 
Scale Images Default
Once you’ve clicked Don’t Add in the warning Scales Images will be added to your workflow
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The default size (width only) shown is 480 (480px)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter New Image Size
 
Choose the Size you require for your New Photographs
As previously suggested whilst naming the New Folder the size of the new photos will be 800
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Should you wish to resize your images width by % rather than pixels select the drop down box and enter the width required.  The height will scaled automatically.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 6
Now that you have added Scale Images to workflow you are now going return to the Files & Folders Library to rename the new Photos.
Select Files & Folders
In the Library panel select and click on Files & Folders.
Select Files & Folders
 
Choose Files & Folders from the Library Panel
From the Library panel on the left click onto Files & Folders.
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Moving on from Photos click on Files & Folders in the Library panel.
 
Rename Finder Items
 
Select Rename Finder Items
From the Files & Folders actions select the Rename Finder Items
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In the Files & Folders Library click onto Rename Finder Items action.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rename Finder Items Warning
 
Rename Finder Items Warning
Drag & Drop Rename Finder Items into your workflow and the following warning appears.
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Drag & drop Rename Finder Items into your workflow a warning appears. (Don’t Worry)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t Add Warning
 
Rename Finder Items Warning
On the warning that appears when you drag Rename Folder Items click on Don’t Add.
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Click on Don’t Add on the warning.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rename Finder Items Default
 
Default Rename Finder Items
The default settings for the Rename Finder Items show Add Date or Time.
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The default settings for Rename Finder Items.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select Add Text  from drop down menu.
 
Choose Add Text from the drop down menu
Select Add Text From the Add Date or Time drop down menu selection.
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Select Add Text from the Add Date or Time drop down menu.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Add Text  settings for the Rename Finder Items 
 
Add Text default settings
Add text default settings
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Default settings for the Add Text menu.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select Before, After or as extension
 
State before name, after name or as extension
Decide where the additional name on your duplicated image will appear.
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Use the drop down menu to decide where to place the additional name for your new images.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Add Text to your new photos 
 
Add Text for your new duplicated & scaled images
You can now decide whatever text you wish to add to the new 
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You can now decide on the text / name to add to your rescaled & duplicated images.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 7
The final step is to save your newly created workflow as an application.
Save AS Application
File > Save As
Save your workflow as an Application
 
Save your newly created application
From the Automator toolbar File > Save As
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Save (File > Save As) your newly created application.
 
 
 
 
Name Your Application
 
Choose a suitable name for you application.
What are you going to call your newly created application?
[image: image-26.png]
Save (File > Save As) your newly created application.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save Application
 
Save your newly created application
Once you have named your application and decided where your going to save it click on save.
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Save (File > Save As) your newly created application.
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Moving on from the Files & Folders click onto Photos in the Library panel.
 
Now that you have created and saved your application decide on your images to rescale.

Drag your Photographs to Your New Automator Application
It’s now down to you to decide which photographs you would like to duplicate and rescale from the many thousands that you’ve taken.  This guide was created by Cyphreinc to help remember how the new application was created using Automator.
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